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ABOUT THE WINEMAG.CO.ZA TASTING PROGRAMME 2020

Winemag.co.za is set to produce 12 category reports over the course of the year. Each report is based 
�S�R���X�L�I���S�Y�X�G�S�Q�I���S�J���E���F�P�M�R�H���X�E�W�X�M�R�K���S�J���[�M�R�I�W���I�R�X�I�V�I�H���[�M�X�L�M�R���X�L�I���W�T�I�G�M�½�G���G�E�X�I�K�S�V�]��

We will announce a Top 10 with the release of each successive report.  Producers of these wines will 
�F�I���R�S�X�M�½�I�H���E�R�H���E�V�I���E�F�P�I���X�S���T�Y�V�G�L�E�W�I���R�I�[�P�]���H�I�W�M�K�R�I�H���8�S�T���������W�X�M�G�O�I�V�W���[�L�M�P�I���T�V�S�H�Y�G�I�V�W���S�J���X�L�I���V�I�Q�E�M�R�M�R�K��
�[�M�R�I�W���Q�E�]���E�G�U�Y�M�V�I���V�I�K�Y�P�E�V���V�E�X�M�R�K���W�X�M�G�O�I�V�W���¯���G�S�R�W�Y�Q�I�V�W���E�V�I���I�R�G�S�Y�V�E�K�I�H���X�S���P�S�S�O���S�Y�X���J�S�V���X�L�I�W�I���M�R���X�L�I��
retail environment.

The programme culminates in a gala dinner where the individual best wine per category will receive 
an award and ratings on the 100-point quality scale for all the Top 10 wines will be revealed. 

The Best of Category wines will subsequently be shown at tastings in both Johannesburg and London. 

JUDGING PROCEDURES

The judging panel was chaired by me and further consisted of two trusted colleagues, namely 
�6�S�P�E�R�H���4�I�I�R�W���E�R�H���.�E�Q�I�W���4�M�I�X�I�V�W�I�R�����F�S�X�L���S�J���;�M�R�I���'�I�P�P�E�V�����'�E�T�I���8�S�[�R���Q�I�V�G�L�E�R�X�W���E�R�H���G�I�P�P�E�V�I�V�W���S�J���½�R�I
wine. We tasted blind, ratings done according to the 100-point system. Final scores were awarded 
on the basis of discussion that involved retasting where necessary rather than relying solely on
arithmetic averaging.

Christian Eedes,
Editor, Winemag.co.za



KEY FINDINGS

There is a stylistic dichotomy within every wine 
category between the elegant and the powerful 
but it currently seems particularly pronounced 
�[�L�I�R�� �M�X�� �G�S�Q�I�W�� �X�S�� �P�S�G�E�P�� �7�L�M�V�E�^���7�]�V�E�L���� �-�R�� �X�L�I�� �½�V�W�X��
camp, there are wines which are light, fresh and 
distinctly peppery and in the second, wines 
that are rich, sturdy and more ear thy. Stylistic 
diversity is not necessarily a bad thing but when it 
gets too extreme it must surely lead to consumer 
confusion and ultimately a reluctance to buy.

For the second annual Shiraz Report sponsored 
by multinational financial services company 
Prescient, 70 entries were received from 56 
producers, 36 rating 90-plus or more on the 
100-point quality scale so not a bad showing at 
�E�P�P���F�Y�X���Q�E�R�]���S�J���X�L�I���[�M�R�I�W���T�V�S�Z�I�H���H�M�Z�M�W�M�Z�I���Q�E�O�M�R�K��
�E�� �½�R�E�P�� �V�E�X�M�R�K�� �H�M�J�½�G�Y�P�X�� �X�S�� �E�V�V�M�Z�I�� �E�X���� �8�L�I�� �P�M�K�L�X�I�V��
wines will appeal to some on account of their 
transparency and refreshment value while others 
�[�M�P�P���R�S���H�S�Y�F�X���½�R�H���X�L�I�Q���P�I�E�R���E�R�H���X�E�V�X�����8�L�I���L�I�E�Z�M�I�V��
�[�M�R�I�W���� �Q�I�E�R�[�L�M�P�I���� �S�J�X�I�R�� �W�I�I�Q�� �X�S�� �P�E�G�O�� �W�S�Q�I��
�H�I�½�R�M�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���T�V�S�R�I���X�S���T�V�I�Q�E�X�Y�V�I���S�\�M�H�E�X�M�S�R��

Where does this stylistic split come from? One 
way of explaining it might be to view it as arising 
from a difference in approach between the 
New Wave and the Old Guard/Establishment, 
�X�L�I�� �J�S�V�Q�I�V�� �J�E�Z�S�Y�V�M�R�K�� �I�E�V�P�]�� �T�M�G�O�M�R�K���� �[�L�S�P�I���F�Y�R�G�L��
fermentation, minimal intervention and the latter 
opting more for fruit power, heavier extraction 
�E�R�H�� �Q�S�V�I�� �S�F�Z�M�S�Y�W�� �S�E�O���� �8�L�I�� �V�M�W�I�� �S�J�� �±�P�M�K�L�X�� �E�R�H��
fresh” wines is partly the result of fashion and 
partly commercial expediency - it’s what younger, 
�P�I�W�W���G�S�R�W�I�V�Z�E�X�M�Z�I���H�V�M�R�O�I�V�W���[�E�R�X�����-�R���J�E�M�V�R�I�W�W���X�S���E�P�P����
however, growing conditions in South Africa are 
such that the two basic styles of Shiraz can both 
�F�I���H�S�R�I���W�Y�G�G�I�W�W�J�Y�P�P�]���E�R�H���M�X�´�W���R�S�X���P�M�O�I���S�R�I���W�X�]�P�I���M�W��
inherently better than the other. 

Whereas Stellenbosch tends to be the pre-
eminent area when the Bordeaux varieties are 
under scrutiny, Shiraz appears well suited to a 
variety of growing conditions, with wines in the 
Top 10 coming from a wide range of appellations 
- three from Stellenbosch, two from Swartland, 
�S�R�I�� �I�E�G�L�� �J�V�S�Q�� �)�P�M�Q���� �*�V�E�R�W�G�L�L�S�I�O�����;�E�P�O�I�V�� �&�E�]��
and Wellington plus one designated as W.O. 
Western Cape, this being Vrede en Lust LadyJ 
2017, incorporating fruit from both Elgin and 
Simonsberg-Paarl. Average cellar-door price 
of the Top 10 is R238.65 per 750ml bottle, 
�0�E�Q�Q�I�V�W�L�S�I�O���8�L�I���-�R�R�S�G�I�R�X���7�]�V�E�L�������������F�I�M�R�K��
the most affordable at R94 a bottle.



TOP 10 TASTING NOTES

Allée Bleue 
2018
R180

Total production:  8 400  bottles   Abv: 14%    

Matured for 15 months in 95% French and 5% American oak, 55% new. A pretty nose with 
�R�S�X�I�W���S�J���¾�S�[�I�V�W�����J�V�I�W�L���L�I�V�F�W���E�R�H���Q�Y�W�O���X�S���K�S���[�M�X�L���V�I�H���F�I�V�V�M�I�W���[�L�M�P�I���X�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���M�W���P�M�K�L�X���F�S�H�M�I�H��
�[�M�X�L���T�Y�V�I���J�V�Y�M�X�����J�V�I�W�L���E�G�M�H�M�X�]���E�R�H���½�R�I���X�E�R�R�M�R�W�����0�S�Z�I�P�]���H�I�½�R�M�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���I�R�I�V�K�]��

Casa Simelia
Syrah 2018  
R240

Total production:  7 051  bottles   Abv: 14.5%

�+�V�E�T�I�W���T�V�I�H�S�Q�M�R�E�R�X�P�]���J�V�S�Q���E�������������F�P�S�G�O���F�Y�X���W�S�Q�I���J�V�S�Q���E�������������F�P�S�G�O�����1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V��������
�Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R���*�V�I�R�G�L���S�E�O���������	���R�I�[�����%���W�Y�F�X�P�I���E�R�H���I�R�X�M�G�M�R�K���R�S�W�I���[�M�X�L���R�S�X�I�W���S�J���¾�S�[�I�V�W���E�R�H���L�I�V�F�W��
�F�I�J�S�V�I���V�I�H���E�R�H���F�P�E�G�O���F�I�V�V�M�I�W�����T�I�T�T�I�V���E�R�H���W�T�M�G�I�����8�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���H�M�W�T�P�E�]�W���K�S�S�H���H�I�T�X�L���S�J���J�V�Y�M�X�����F�V�M�K�L�X��
�E�G�M�H�M�X�]���E�R�H���G�V�Y�R�G�L�]���X�E�R�R�M�R�W���[�L�M�P�I���X�L�I���½�R�M�W�L���M�W���P�S�R�K���E�R�H���W�E�Z�S�Y�V�]��

De Grendel 
Elim 2018 
R756 per magnum

Total production:  1 368 magnums   Abv: 13.5%

�����	���[�L�S�P�I���F�Y�R�G�L���J�I�V�Q�I�R�X�I�H�����1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V���������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R���W�I�G�S�R�H�����E�R�H���X�L�M�V�H���½�P�P���F�E�V�V�I�P�W����
�%�V�S�Q�E�X�M�G�W���X�L�E�X���E�V�I���G�S�Q�T�I�P�P�M�R�K���M�R���X�L�I�M�V���[�M�P�H�R�I�W�W���¯���T�P�I�R�X�]���S�J���T�I�T�T�I�V���E�R�H���W�T�M�G�I���X�S���K�S���[�M�X�L���V�I�H��
�E�R�H���F�P�E�G�O���J�V�Y�M�X�����8�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���M�W���M�R�X�I�R�W�I�P�]���¾�E�Z�S�Y�V�I�H���[�M�X�L���W�R�E�T�T�]���E�G�M�H�M�X�]���E�R�H���I�\�X�V�I�Q�I�P�]���W�E�P�X�]���½�R�M�W�L����
�%���Q�S�W�X���T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V���I�\�E�Q�T�P�I���S�J���X�L�I���Z�E�V�M�I�X�]��



Leeuwenkuil 
Heritage Syrah 2017 
R375

Total production:  1 632  bottles   Abv: 13.71%

�1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V���������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R���S�P�H���S�E�O�����%���L�I�E�H�]���R�S�W�I���S�J���H�E�V�O���J�V�Y�M�X�����Q�Y�W�O�����P�M�P�M�I�W�����J�]�R�F�S�W���E�R�H���T�I�T�T�I�V��
�[�L�M�P�I���X�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���M�W���J�Y�P�P���F�S�H�M�I�H���E�R�H���M�R�X�I�R�W�I�P�]���¾�E�Z�S�Y�V�I�H���¯���H�I�R�W�I���J�V�Y�M�X�����F�V�M�K�L�X���E�G�M�H�M�X�]���E�R�H���G�L�I�[�]��
�X�E�R�R�M�R�W�����'�S�Q�T�P�I�\���E�R�H���T�S�[�I�V�J�Y�P��

Lammershoek 
The Innocent Syrah 2018 
R94

�%���Z�E�V�M�I�X�]���S�J���J�I�V�Q�I�R�X�E�X�M�S�R���X�I�G�L�R�M�U�Y�I�W���Y�W�I�H���M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���W�S�Q�I�������	���[�L�S�P�I���F�Y�R�G�L���F�I�J�S�V�I���Q�E�X�Y�V�E��
�X�M�S�R���P�E�W�X�M�R�K���������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R���E���G�S�Q�F�M�R�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���G�S�R�G�V�I�X�I���X�E�R�O�W�����[�S�S�H�I�R���J�S�Y�H�V�I���E�R�H���S�P�H���F�E�V�V�I�P�W����
�;�S�R�H�I�V�J�Y�P�P�]���H�M�W�X�M�R�G�X���E�V�S�Q�E�X�M�G�W���S�J���V�I�H���E�R�H���F�P�E�G�O���J�V�Y�M�X�����¾�S�[�I�V�W�����L�I�V�F�W���E�R�H���G�Y�V�I�H���Q�I�E�X���[�L�M�P�I��
�X�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���M�W���[�S�R�H�I�V�J�Y�P�P�]���N�Y�M�G�]���E�R�H���J�V�I�W�L���[�M�X�L���W�S�Q�I���G�V�Y�R�G�L���X�S���X�L�I���X�E�R�R�M�R�W��

Painted Wolf  
Walker Bay Syrah 2018 
R180

Total production:  10 500  bottles  Abv: 13.9%     

�1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V���������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R���*�V�I�R�G�L�����%�Q�I�V�M�G�E�R���E�R�H���,�Y�R�K�E�V�M�E�R���S�E�O���F�E�V�V�I�P�W���������	���R�I�[�����6�I�H���E�R�H��
�F�P�E�G�O���F�I�V�V�M�I�W�����V�S�W�I�����L�I�V�F�W���E�R�H���W�T�M�G�I���S�R���X�L�I���R�S�W�I�����8�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���L�E�W���K�S�S�H���J�V�Y�M�X���H�I�R�W�M�X�]�����F�V�M�K�L�X���E�G�M�H�M�X�]��
�E�R�H���G�V�Y�R�G�L�]���X�E�R�R�M�R�W�����+�V�I�E�X���H�I�½�R�M�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���I�R�I�V�K�]��



Stark-Condé 
Stellenbosch Syrah 2017
R205

Total production:  16 345  bottles   Abv: 14.5%

�����	���[�L�S�P�I���F�Y�R�G�L���J�I�V�Q�I�R�X�E�X�M�S�R�����1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V���������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R�����������P�M�X�V�I���*�V�I�R�G�L���S�E�O���F�E�V�V�I�P�W���������	��
�R�I�[�����7�S�Q�I���V�I�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R���F�I�J�S�V�I���H�E�V�O���J�V�Y�M�X�����L�I�V�F�W���E�R�H���T�I�T�T�I�V���S�R���X�L�I���R�S�W�I�����8�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���M�W���X�M�K�L�X�P�]��
�[�S�Y�R�H���E�R�H���T�V�I�G�M�W�I���¯���E���K�S�S�H���G�S�V�I���S�J���J�V�Y�M�X�����T�Y�R�G�L�]���E�G�M�H�M�X�]���E�R�H���T�S�[�H�I�V�]���X�E�R�R�M�R�W����

Tokara 
Reserve Collection Syrah 2017
R330

Total production:  5 200  bottles   Abv: 14.65%     

�����	���[�L�S�P�I���F�Y�R�G�L���J�I�V�Q�I�R�X�E�X�M�S�R�����1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V���������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R���S�P�H�I�V���*�V�I�R�G�L���S�E�O�����-�R�M�X�M�E�P�P�]���W�S�Q�I��
�¾�S�V�E�P���T�I�V�J�Y�Q�I���F�I�J�S�V�I���H�E�V�O���J�V�Y�M�X���E�R�H���W�T�M�G�I���T�P�Y�W���E�R���I�E�V�X�L�]���U�Y�E�P�M�X�]�����8�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���M�W���G�S�R�G�I�R�X�V�E�X�I�H��
�E�R�H���H�I�I�T���¯���T�P�I�R�X�]���S�J���W�[�I�I�X���J�V�Y�M�X���E�R�H���W�P�I�I�O���X�E�R�R�M�R�W�����%���X�]�T�M�G�E�P�P�]���T�S�P�M�W�L�I�H���I�J�J�S�V�X���J�V�S�Q���X�L�M�W���G�I�P�P�E�V��

Saxenburg 
Private Collection Syrah 2017
R250

Total production:  38 040  750ml bottles and 200 magnums   Abv: 14.5%     

�1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V���������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R�����������P�M�X�V�I���*�V�I�R�G�L���S�E�O���F�E�V�V�I�P�W���������	���R�I�[�����%���G�S�Q�T�P�I�\���R�S�W�I���[�M�X�L��
�W�S�Q�I���¾�S�V�E�P���T�I�V�J�Y�Q�I���F�I�J�S�V�I���V�I�H���E�R�H���F�P�E�G�O���F�I�V�V�M�I�W�����T�I�T�T�I�V���E�R�H���W�T�M�G�I�����8�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I���M�W���M�R�X�I�R�W�I�P�]��
�¾�E�Z�S�Y�V�I�H���F�Y�X���R�S�X���[�I�M�K�L�X�]���[�M�X�L���P�S�Z�I�P�]���F�V�M�K�L�X���E�G�M�H�M�X�]���E�R�H���½�R�I���X�E�R�R�M�R�W�����8�L�I���½�V�W�X���Z�M�R�X�E�K�I���X�S���F�I��
�P�E�F�I�P�P�I�H���E�W���7�]�V�E�L���E�R�H���R�S�X���7�L�M�V�E�^�����X�L�M�W���L�E�W���6�L�|�R�I���P�M�O�I���T�M�^�^�E�^�^��



Vrede en Lust 
Lady J Syrah 2017 
R150

Total production:  25 000 bottles   Abv: 14%    

�����	���7�]�V�E�L���������	���'�E�F�I�V�R�I�X���7�E�Y�Z�M�K�R�S�R�����+�V�E�T�I�W���J�V�S�Q���)�P�K�M�R���E�R�H���7�M�Q�S�R�W�F�I�V�K���4�E�E�V�P�����1�E�X�Y�V�I�H���J�S�V 
�������Q�S�R�X�L�W���M�R���*�V�I�R�G�L���E�R�H���%�Q�I�V�M�G�E�R���S�E�O�����%�V�S�Q�E�X�M�G�W���S�J���V�I�H���E�R�H���F�P�E�G�O���F�I�V�V�M�I�W�����P�E�Z�I�R�H�I�V���E�R�H��
�[�L�M�X�I���T�I�T�T�I�V�����8�L�I���T�E�P�E�X�I�����Q�I�E�R�[�L�M�P�I�����W�L�S�[�W���K�S�S�H���J�V�Y�M�X���H�I�R�W�M�X�]�����J�V�I�W�L���E�G�M�H�M�X�]���E�R�H���T�S�[�H�I�V�]���X�E�R��
�R�M�R�W�����1�I�H�M�Y�Q���F�S�H�M�I�H���E�R�H���[�I�P�P���F�E�P�E�R�G�I�H��



BUYING GUIDE CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES 
RATED 90+



COMPLETE SCORES A - Z
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jax@winemag.co.za
+27 83 654 7721
@JaxLahoud

�4�V�S�Y�H�P�]���W�T�S�R�W�S�V�I�H���F�]���Q�Y�P�X�M�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���½�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���W�I�V�Z�M�G�I�W���G�S�Q�T�E�R�]��
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