Durbanville Hills

ABOUT THE WINEMAG.CO.ZA TASTING PROGRAMME 2020

Winemag.co.za is set to produce 14 category reports over the course of the year. Each report is based
on the outcome of a blind tasting of wines entered within the specific category.
We will announce a Top 10 with the release of each successive report. Producers of the Top 10 will
be notified and are able to purchase newly designed Top 10 stickers while producers of the remaining
wines may acquire regular rating stickers – consumers are encouraged to look out for these in the
retail environment.
The programme culminates in an event where the individual best wine per category will receive an award
and ratings on the 100-point quality scale for all the Top 10 wines will be revealed.
The Best of Category wines will subsequently be shown at tastings in both Johannesburg and London
should Coronavirus regulations permit.

JUDGING PROCEDURES
The judging panel was chaired by me and further consisted of two trusted colleagues, namely
Roland Peens and James Pietersen, both of Wine Cellar, Cape Town merchants and cellarers of fine
wine. We tasted blind, ratings done according to the 100-point system. Final scores were awarded
on the basis of discussion that involved retasting where necessary rather than relying solely on
arithmetic averaging.
Christian Eedes,
Editor, Winemag.co.za

KEY FINDINGS
Sauvignon Blanc-Semillon blends have been
the focus of an annual report as generated by
the Winemag.co.za team since 2013, Wooded
Sauvignon Blanc subsequently included in 2017
and for the first time this year, Unwooded
Sauvignon Blanc.
To some extent, Unwooded Sauvignon Blanc
has been disregarded until now because of
the potential enormity of the under taking.
Sauvignon’s share of the Cape’s vineyards is
ever increasing and now stands at 10.5%,
behind only Chenin (18.6%) and Colombard
(11.5%) in the line-up of white grapes. Of SA’s
10 most prevalent varieties, only Sauvignon
and Pinotage are more widely planted than
they were a decade ago. Sauvignon Blanc is a
huge success story and deserves to be taken
seriously even if some of those of a more
hipster inclination are inclined to dismiss it.
What did the panel encounter this year?
We tasted a total of 115 wines, 65 being
Unwooded, 28 being Wooded and 22 being
blends. Of the Unwooded, 28 of the line-up
(43%) rated 90-plus on the 100-point quality
scale; of the Wooded, 19 (68%) rated
90-plus; and of the blends 15 (68%) rated
90-plus. Whereas Unwooded Sauvignon often
succeeds on account of its primacy of flavour,
the use of oak and the addition of Semillon as
a blending component are both intended to
add complexity and it would seem that
producers are largely successful in
this regard.
As Sauvignon Blanc is vulnerable to heatwaves
and loses its aromatic intensity quickly under
such conditions, it is generally thought to
perform best in the Cape’s cooler areas or
at least sites that are ocean-influenced and
this was largely borne out in this tasting with
the likes of Darling, Durbanville, Elgin and Elim
all being represented among the
top performers.

That said, Stellenbosch was also very much
to the fore – it has 27% of all Sauvignon Blanc
plantings, the most of any area in the country.
As for styles, the panel appreciated that
there seems to much more synergy when
it comes to the two key aroma and flavour
determinants, namely methoxypyrazines
(the chemical compounds responsible for
grassy, green pepper characters) and thiols
(grapefruit, granadilla and pineapple). There
seems to have been a shift away from the
over tly “green” wines that prevailed 10
or 15 years ago without too much of a
swing toward the very heady style typically
associated with New Zealand Sauvignon.
The average cellar-door price of the
Unwooded Sauvignon Blanc Top 10 was
R122,30 a bottle with Zevenwacht 7even
2020 at R70 the most affordable; the average
price of the Wooded Top 10 was R170,60 a
bottle with Le Bonheur The Weather Blocks
2020 and Mulderbosch 2019 jointly the most
affordable at R100 each; and the average price
of the Sauv-Sem blends Top 10 was R291,90
a bottle with Flagstone Treaty Tree Reserve
2018 the most affordable at R135 a bottle.

Bloemendal Wine Estate

UNWOODED SAUVIGNON BLANC
TOP 10 TASTING NOTES
Bloemendal
Waterlily 2019
R95
Total production: 10 266 bottles Abv: 14.67%
A subtle herbal note before peach, asparagus and some waxy character on the nose while
the palate is super-rich and smooth textured with a savoury finish.

Cape Point Vineyards
Noordhoek 2019
R135
Total production: 22 000 bottles Abv: 13.52%
Citrus, peach, apple, dried herbs plus some leesy complexity on the nose. The palate is rich
and yet tightly wound – concentrated fruit before an intensely savoury finish. Needs a good
while in bottle before showing at its best.

Durbanville Hills
Collectors Reserve The Cape Mist 2019
R160
Total production: 27 733 bottles Abv: 13.91%
Some smoky reduction before pear, white peach, lime and lemon plus some herbal character
on the nose while the palate has great fruit definition, racy acidity and a pithy finish. Pure
and precise.

Groote Post
2020
R103
Total production: 7 333 bottles Abv: 13.96%
Peach, apple and melon plus some spice on the nose. The palate is rich with good texture
and a gently savoury finish.

Lanzerac
2019
R95
Total production: 23 000 bottles Abv: 13.75%
A top note of fynbos before peach, blackcurrant and honey as well as some waxy complexity.
Pure fruit is matched by a good line of acidity, the finish gently savoury. Lovely creamy texture.

Paul Cluver
2019
R110
Total production: 132 000 bottles Abv: 13.9%
96.7% Sauvignon blanc and 3.3% Semillon. The Semillon component was fermented in a
combination of stainless steel tanks, older barrels and foudre. A hint of fynbos before citrus
and white peach on the nose while the palate is pure and focused – good fruit concentration,
bright acidity and a salty finish. Balanced and energetic.

Rietvallei
2020
R95
Total production: 5 564 bottles Abv: 12.8%
A hint of reduction before pear, peach and citrus with notes of blossom and fynbos in the
background. The palate is lean and fresh with a saline finish – supremely elegant.

Vergelegen
2020
R120
Total production: 144 000 bottles Abv: 13.72%
95.5% Sauvignon Blanc and 4.5% Semillon. Vinification occurs in a variety of neutral vessels.
An exotic nose with notes of peach, blackcurrant and pineapple, dried herbs and some leesy
complexity. The palate is rich with fruit that’s sweet in the best sense offset by lemon-like
acidity, the finish long and savoury.

Wildeberg
Terroirs 2019
R240
Total production: 3 050 bottles Abv: 14.2%
The nose shows some flinty reduction before peach and naartjie plus hints of fresh herbs
and spice. The palate is full with layers of flavour – has a geeky complexity to it.

Zevenwacht
7even 2020
R70
Total production: 35 000 bottles Abv: 13.5%
A most appealing nose with notes of peach, blackcurrant, fynbos and some leesy character.
The palate meanwhile has good fruit density, fresh acidity and a gently savoury finish.

UNWOODED SAUVIGNON BLANC
BUYING GUIDE: CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES
RATED 90+

UNWOODED SAUVIGNON BLANC
COMPLETE SCORES A - Z

Benguela Cove Lagoon Wine Estate

WOODED SAUVIGNON BLANC
TOP 10 TASTING NOTES
Benguela Cove
Estate 2019
R170
Total production: 11 600 bottles Abv: 13.71%
88% Sauvignon Blanc and 12% Semillon. 45% barrel fermented in 500-litre barrels, 25%
new and 10% in amphorae before maturation lasting eight months. Blackcurrant, citrus,
peach and fynbos on the nose while the palate is full but balanced with a good core of
fruit and bright acidity before a long, dry finish.

Cape Point Vineyards
Reserve 2019
R210
Total production: 8 900 bottles Abv: 13.78%
95.5% Sauvignon Blanc and 4.5% Semillon. Fermented and matured for 15 months in older
600-litre barrels. Citrus, white peach, a particular herbal note plus some yeasty complexity.
Rich and full on the palate but equally not short of freshness while the finish has a saline
quality to it.

DA Hanekom
Familie Wyne Klipmuur 2018
R185
Total production: 900 bottles Abv: 14.2%
Matured for 10 months in older 225-litre French oak barrels. An expressive nose showing
naartjie, peach, blackcurrant and some leesy complexity. The palate is rich and smooth
textured with nicely integrated acidity and a savoury finish.

Groote Post
Seasalter 2020
R151
Total production: 10 133 bottles Abv: 13.99%
90% Sauvignon Blanc and 10% Semillon. 19% of the final blend fermented and matured for
four months in 300-litre barrels. The nose is very expressive with top notes of cut grass and
fresh herbs before citrus and peach while the palate is clean and fresh – good fruit
concentration before a salty finish.

Iona
Elgin Highlands Wild Ferment 2019
R195
Total production: 1 400 bottles Abv: 13.52%
Fermented and matured for 11 months in older 500-litre French oak barrels. The nose shows
a herbal top note, citrus and peach plus some vanilla. The palate meanwhile shows clean fruit,
vibrant acidity and a salty finish.

Le Bonheur
Blanc Fumé 2019
R200
Total production: 756 bottles Abv: 12.82%
Fermented and matured for 10 months in older 400-litre barrels. Citrus, blackcurrant, some
earthiness, some waxiness, ginger and other spice on the nose. The palate, meanwhile, is full
but balanced with a good line of acidity and a gently savoury finish. Stands out for its depth
and complexity.

Le Bonheur
The Weather Blocks 2020
R100
Total production: 6 930 bottles Abv: 12.83%
20% of the wine fermented in 400-litre barrels, 50% new. Pretty aromatics of flowers, fynbos,
honey, citrus and peach while the palate is light-bodied and wonderfully poised - lovely fruit
purity, zippy acidity and a pithy finish.

Mulderbosch
2019
R100
Total production: 120 000 bottles Abv: 13.5%
One-third matured for six months in older 500-litre French oak barrels. Blackcurrant, citrus
and white peach plus a pleasant herbal note on the nose. The palate has lovely weight and
poise – a dense core of fruit to go with bright acidity, the finish long and saline.

Stark-Condé
Round Mountain 2019
R195
Total production: 7 951 bottles Abv: 13%
Matured for eight months in French oak, 5% new. Elderflower, citrus and peach on the nose
while the palate is pure and lean with racy acidity and a long, pithy finish.

The Giant Periwinkle
Blanc Fumé 2019
R200
Total production: 1 000 bottles Abv: 13.43%
Fermented in 1 000-litre Flexcube with new Russian oak inserts. Aromatics of citrus, peach,
blackcurrant, a hint of dried herbs and spice while the palate is pure and taut - good fruit
expression, bright acidity and a savoury finish.

WOODED SAUVIGNON BLANC
BUYING GUIDE: CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES
RATED 90+

WOODED SAUVIGNON BLANC
COMPLETE SCORES A - Z

Constantia Glen

SAUVIGNON BLANC-SEMILLON BLENDS
TOP 10 TASTING NOTES
Brunia
White 2018
R250
Total production: 1080 bottles Abv: 13%
75% Sauvignon Blanc and 25% Semillon. Matured for 12 months in 228-litre French oak
barrels. Plenty of smoky reduction before citrus, peach and vanilla on the nose. The palate
is rich and concentrated but equally possesses driving acidity, the finish long and savoury.
Powerful and imposing.

Constantia Glen
TWO 2019
R290
Total production: 15 380 bottles Abv: 13.5%
67% Sauvignon Blanc and 13% Semillon. Fermented and matured for seven months in 65%
mainly older French oak barrels, 13% Austrian oak, 9% French acacia and 13% clay
amphorae. The nose is very primary at this stage with notes of lime, apple, flowers and
herbs while the palate is light-bodied and fresh with a pithy finish. Showing purity and
tension, this needs some bottle maturation to come into its own.

Delaire Graff
White Reserve 2018
R425
Total production: 3 400 bottles Abv: 13.82%
62% Sauvignon Blanc (Darling & Durbanville) and 38% Semillon (Franschoek & Stellenbosch).
Matured in barrel for five months and then a further eight months in tank. A complex nose
showing some floral perfume before lime, lemon and peach plus some waxy character. The
palate has excellent structure and depth – a lovely creamy texture before a salty finish.

Durbanville Hills
The Tangram 2019
R375
Total production: 2 273 bottles Abv: 14.23%
76% Sauvignon Blanc and 24% Semillon. Matured for 10 months in a combination of 300-,
500- and 600-litre French oak barrels, some of which were new. A herbal top note before
citrus, peach, tropical fruit, some leesy complexity and a hint of vanilla. The palate is full and
smooth textured – with lots of ripe fruit but no shortage of freshness, this is a showy style
that works well.

Flagstone
Treaty Tree Reserve 2018
R135
Total production: 7 800 bottles Abv: 14.23%
65% Sauvignon Blanc and 35% Semillon. Barrel fermented and matured for six months in
French oak, 75% new. A hint of reduction before fresh herbs, thatch, citrus and peach. The
palate is relatively light bodied with fresh acidity and a salty finish.

Iona
One Man Band White 2017
R229
Total production: 5 200 bottles Abv: 13.79%
50% Sauvignon Blanc and 50% Semillon. Fermented and matured for 12 months in older
500-litre French oak barrels. Peach, apple, herbs and spice plus some subtle leesy character
on the nose. The palate shows good fruit weight, nicely coated acidity and a gently savoury finish.

Lanzerac

Keldermeester Versameling Bergstroom 2017
R200
Total production: 2 300 bottles Abv: 13.91%
67% Sauvignon Blanc (Stellenbosch) and 33% Semillon (Elgin). Fermented and matured in
older French oak. Aromatics of citrus, peach, blackcurrant, dried herbs and spice plus a
particular waxy note. The palate is rich and broad, pleasantly thick-textured and full of flavour.

Shannon Vineyards
Capall Bán 2017
R295
Total production: 506 bottles and 25 magnums Abv: 13.49%
70% Semillon and 30% Sauvignon Blanc. Matured for nine months in mainly older French oak.
An intriguing note of flinty reduction before citrus, stone fruit and wax. The palate meanwhile
is deep and seamless with a very dry, chalky finish.

Tokara
Director’s Reserve White 2017
R280
Total production: 16 380 bottles Abv: 13.57%
69% Sauvignon Blanc and 31% Semillon. Fermented and matured for nine months in
400-litre barrels, 29% new. A complex nose with top notes of honey and thatch before citrus,
peach and blackcurrant plus a hint of flinty reduction. The palate is full but balanced with
great purity of fruit, fresh acidity and a saline finish. Has a reined-in power about it.

Vergelegen
G.V.B White 2018
R440
Total production: 2 500 bottles Abv: 13.92%
50% Sauvignon Blanc and 50% Semillon. Fermented and matured for eight months in barrel.
Complex aromatics of sea breeze, hay, white peach, naartjie and blackcurrant plus a little
white pepper. The palate has lovely weight and texture – pure fruit, nicely integrated acidity
and a savoury finish.

SAUVIGNON BLANC-SEMILLON BLENDS
BUYING GUIDE: CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES
RATED 90+

SAUVIGNON BLANC-SEMILLON BLENDS
COMPLETE SCORES A - Z
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