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ABOUT THE WINEMAG.CO.ZA TASTING PROGRAMME 2021

Winemag.co.za is set to produce 14 category reports over the course of the year with multinational 
financial services company Prescient as sponsor. Each report will be based on the outcome of a blind 
tasting of wines entered within a specific category. 

A report includes key findings, tasting notes for the top wines, buyer’s guide and scores on the 100-point 
quality scale for all wines entered. Upon release, producers can purchase both Top 10 and regular rating 
stickers – consumers are encouraged to look out for these in the retail environment.

The year culminates in a gala event when the individual best wine in each category will be celebrated. 
These top-performing wines will subsequently be shown at tastings in both Johannesburg and London.
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JUDGING PROCEDURES

The judging panel was chaired by me and further consisted of two trusted colleagues, namely 
Ndabezinhle Dube, Food & Beverage Operations Manager at the President Hotel, Cape Town and 
James Pietersen of Wine Cellar, Cape Town merchants and cellarers of fine wine. We tasted blind, 
labels out of sight. Ratings were done according to the 100-point system, final scores awarded on 
the basis of discussion that involved retasting where necessary rather than relying solely on 
arithmetic averaging.

Christian Eedes,
Editor, Winemag.co.za



KEY FINDINGS

This year’s Prescient Sauvignon Blanc Report 
attracted 125 entries, 76 being Unwooded, 
29 being Wooded and 20 being blends. Of 
the Unwooded, 39 of the line-up (51%) rated 
90-plus on the 100-point quality scale; of the 
Wooded, 17 (59%) rated 90-plus; and of the 
blends 17 (85%) rated 90-plus. Overall, an 
immensely strong showing.

This may come as a surprise to some observers, 
Sauvignon Blanc often dismissed on account 
of its tendency to produce aromatic, crisp but 
ultimately unchallenging wines designed to 
appeal to the lowest common denominator 
of alcoholic beverage consumers. And, it must 
be said, most Sauvignon Blanc is fermented at 
relatively low temperatures in stainless steel 
with the intention of preserving every bit of 
youthful fruit.

What the panel encountered during this 
tasting, however, is that Sauvignon Blanc, when 
cultivated under favourable growing conditions 
and given thoughtful treatment in the cellar, can 
produce wines of real fruit density and nuance.

There is, of course, nothing wrong with 
Sauvignon Blanc from high-cropping vineyards 
in warmer areas made to be drunk as young as 
possible. On the contrary, such wines are hugely 
commercially successful and Sauvignon Blanc 
was the fourth most widely planted variety in 
South Africa at the end of 2020 with 9 831ha 
in the ground, the equivalent of 10.7% of the 
national vineyard.

However, when Sauvignon Blanc is planted in 
a cooler site, either maritime-influenced or at 
altitude, the variety delivers complexity and 
balance - Constantia, Darling, Durbanville, Elgin 
and Elim plus certain parts of Stellenbosch are 
all to the fore once again. Sauvignon Blanc can 
appear extravagantly aromatic without much 
happening on the palate but South Africa’s best 
examples now deliver real flavour intensity, too.

The use of oak and the addition of Semillon 
as a blending component have long been 
tools to add extra dimension to Sauvignon 
Blanc and this is now so common a practice 
that making a distinction between unwooded, 
wooded and blends is a matter of semantics. 
Among the Unwooded Top 10, five contained 
a sub-15% portion of Semillon as allowed 
by Wine and Spirit Board regulations while 
oaking regimes across all the most highly 
rated wines are nothing if not intricate with 
all manner of vessels being used, some more 
neutral than others.

Of interest is that while there might not 
be much to choose between Unwooded, 
Wooded and Sauv-Sem Blends in terms of 
sheer quality, producers still try to position 
them differently in terms of the amount of 
money expected: The average cellar-door 
price of the Unwooded Sauvignon Blanc Top 
10 was R123 a bottle; the average price of 
the Wooded Top 10 was R230 and the average 
price of the Sauv-Sem Blends Top 10 was R261.

Wade Bales, as producer of the Sauv-Sem 
blend judged best overall, wins a new 
225-litre Sylvain Blanc barrel worth €879 (the 
equivalent of R15 150 at the time of writing) 
from Tonnellerie Sylvain.



Vergelegen.



TOP 10 TASTING NOTES

Total production:  78 110   bottles   Abv: 13.6%   

Includes 5% Semillon. Multiple parcels vinified separately in various neutral vessels. Compelling 
aromatics of peach, tangerine, elderflower and fynbos while the palate has a dense core of 
fruit matched by bright acidity, the finish long and saline. Pure, precise and full of character. 

Total production:  13 000  bottles   Abv: 13.78% 

Includes 8% Semillon. Grapes from Durbanville, Stellenbosch, Darling and Franschhoek. 
Matured on the lees for five months. Overtones of flinty reduction and fresh herbs before 
pear, white peach and grapefruit. The palate, meanwhile, shows great fruit purity and driving 
acidity before a pithy finish. Tightly wound, this should mature with benefit.

Vergelegen 
2021
R130

Delaire Graff 
Coastal Cuvée 2021
R175

Total production:  6 000  bottles   Abv: 13.14%  

Grapes from Devon Valley, Stellenbosh and Elgin. Complex aromatics including notes of 
citrus, blackcurrant and pineapple plus some leesy character while the palate is dense and 
smooth textured with a gently savoury finish. 

Dombeya 
2021 (Haskell Vineyards) 
R120



Total production:  20 340  bottles   Abv: 13.55%  

Includes 7% Semillon. Lees contact for six months.  Attractive aromatics of citrus, peach, 
herbs and a hint of paprika while the palate is marked by a dense core of fruit and bright 
acidity before a savoury finish.  

La Vierge 
Original Sin 2020
R115

Total production:  36 000  bottles   Abv: 14.38% 

Grapes harvested in 22 different pickings over six weeks. Expressive aromatics with notes of 
pear, citrus and white peach plus fynbos. The palate shows concentrated fruit to go with racy 
acidity before a pithy finish. A rich wine with layers of flavour.

Nitida 
2021 
R105

Total production:  66 000  bottles   Abv: 13.66%  

Matured for two months on the lees. A hint of reduction precedes fresh herbs, citrus, peach 
and green apple on the nose while the palate if full-bodied but balanced – pure fruit plays 
off against bright acidity, the finish long and savoury.

Groote Post 
2021 
R107



Total production:  12 960  bottles   Abv: 13.81% 

Lees contact for two months. Some flinty reduction before lime, grapefruit, white peach, 
blackcurrant and fresh herbs while the palate has good weight and texture – dense fruit and 
well-integrated acidity before a savoury finish.

Total production:  96 480  bottles   Abv: 13.54% 

Includes 10% Semillon aged in 2 500-litre foudre and older 500-litre barrels. Very expressive 
on the nose with notes of citrus, peach, Granny Smith apple, blackcurrant and thatch while 
the palate is forceful with lots of pure fruit and zippy acidity – impressive weight and flavour 
intensity.

South Hill 
2021 
R115

Total production:  19 800  bottles   Abv: 13.66% 

Grapes from a certified single vineyard. Lees contact for five months. Enticing aromatics 
with top notes of flowers, herbs and nettles before pear, peach and lime while the palate 
has great clarity of fruit and exhilarating acidity before a saline finish. 

Strandveld 
Pofadderbos 2021 
R160

Paul Cluver 
2021 
R100



Total production:  18 500  bottles   Abv: 14% 

Includes 10% Semillon and a small portion fermented in barrel. Matured on the lees for five 
months.  Subtle notes of peach, yellow apple and white pepper on the nose while the palate 
is rich and flavourful with nicely integrated acidity. Harmonious with a lingering finish.

Zevenwacht 
2021 
R100



BUYING GUIDE: CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES 
RATED 90+



COMPLETE SCORES A - Z





Strandveld Vineyards.

La Vierge.

Paul Cluver.

Zevenwacht Vineyards.



Groot Phesantekraal.



TOP 10 TASTING NOTES

Total production:  6 400   bottles   Abv: 14%   

2% portion fermented in 100% new oak. A leesy note before citrus, peach, blackcurrant and 
fennel on the nose while the palate shows impressive weight and texture to go with a great 
line of acidity, the finish long and savoury – lots going on and really satisfying to drink.

Total production:  1 711  bottles   Abv: 13.26% 

70% fermented and matured for six months in older barrels, 30% in clay pots. Enticing 
aromatics of flowers and herbs, citrus and peach while the palate is full but balanced – 
good fruit concentration and zesty acidity before a saline finish.

Carmen Stevens 
2019
R120

Groot Phesantekraal 
Marizanne 2021
R205

Total production:  6 282  bottles   Abv: 13%  

Spontaneously fermented and matured for nine months in 500-litre barrels, 20% new. A 
hint of flinty reduction before citrus, peach, fennel and some leesy character. The palate is 
intense but not weighty – great fruit purity and bright acidity before an extra-long finish. 
All of a piece.

Neil Ellis 
Amica 2019
R275



Total production:  2 500  bottles   Abv: 13%  

Grapes from a Stellenbosch vineyard planted in 1987. Spontaneously fermented and 
matured for 10 months in older barrels. A top note of herbs before peach and blackcurrant 
on the nose while the palate is rich and broad with layers of flavour, the finish long and 
gently savoury. A seamless wine, the acidity particularly well integrated. 

Kruger Family Wines 
Old Vines 2020
R225

Total production:  2 574  bottles   Abv: 12.85% 

Matured for 12 months in lightly toasted 400-litre barrels. Dried herbs, peach and blackcurrant 
with an undertone of vanilla on the nose. The palate is full and round with nicely integrated 
acidity before a finish that’s long and dry. Stylish and sophisticated with plenty of intricacy.

Le Bonheur 
Blanc Fumé 2020
R350

Total production:  22 300  bottles   Abv: 13.33%  

97% fermented in stainless steel tank, 3% in barrel. Lees contact for eight months. Top 
notes of flowers and dried herbs before citrus, peach and blackcurrant on the nose. The 
palate is well weighted with pure fruit and zippy acidity before a saline finish. 

Cape Point Vineyards 
Noordhoek 2020
R135



Total production:  6 336  bottles   Abv: 13.64% 

25% fermented and aged in foudre. Exotic aromatics with notes of peach, blackcurrant 
through to granadilla and pineapple plus some waxy character while the palate shows good 
depth of fruit balanced by tangy acidity, the finish long and savoury.

Vergelegen Reserve 
2019
R280

Total production:  12 333  bottles   Abv: 13.1% 

65% fermented and matured for eight months in 500-litre barrels, 25% new and 5% vinified 
in ceramic eggs. Citrus, peach, fynbos and fennel plus a slight waxy character on the nose 
while the palate is relatively lean with vibrant acidity and a savoury finish.

Benguela Cove 
Estate 2020
R170

Total production:  730  bottles   Abv: 14% 

Complex aromatics of citrus, blackcurrant, hay, vanilla and spice plus an intriguing leesy note 
while the palate shows dense fruit and punchy acidity before a savoury finish. A dramatic 
wine with lots of flavour intensity.

Highlands Road 
White Reserve 2018
R350



Total production:  5 100  bottles   Abv: 14.17% 

Fermented and matured for 11 months in a combination of first- and second-fill 600-litre 
barrels as well as clay pots. Complex aromatics including peach, apricot, a hint of elderflower, 
dried herbs, vanilla and oak spice while the palate is rich and broad with nicely integrated 
acidity and some peppery bite to the finish.

Diemersdal 
The Journal 2020
R225

SPECIAL MENTION

Total production:  425  bottles   Abv: 15% 

Swartland property Klein Amokskuil has been the home of Spice Route cellar since 1997. This 
sherry-style wine is made from a 1965 block of Sauvignon Blanc, the oldest in South Africa. 
Fermented in old oak, fortified and then aged under flor. Bottling involves fractional blending 
of multiple vintages. Peach and apricot, a subtle herbal note plus a nutty quality on the nose 
while the palate is light and fresh with a saline finish.

Spice Route 
The Amos Block Perpetual Reserve 
Under Flor NV
R350 per 500ml bottle



BUYING GUIDE: CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES 
RATED 90+



COMPLETE SCORES A - Z



Cape Point Vineyards.

Benguela Cove.

Vergelegen Wine Estate.

Niel Ellis.



La Petite Ferme.



TOP 10 TASTING NOTES

Total production:  2 100  bottles   Abv: 13.71% 

72% Semillon fermented in 600-litre barrels and 28% Sauvignon Blanc fermented in 
tank. Beguiling hints of pear, peach, flowers and herbs on the nose while the palate is 
well balanced with good fruit expression, creamy texture and moderate acidity. Subtle 
and elegant.

Constantia Uitsig 
Natura Vista 2019
R185

Total production:  9 770  bottles   Abv: 13.5%  

63% Sauvignon Blanc and 37% Semillon. Fermented and matured in 400-litre barrels, 32% 
new. A classic nose with top notes of flowers and herbs before peach, citrus and blackcurrant 
plus some flinty reduction in the background. The palate, meanwhile, has a dense core of 
fruit and nice texture to go with fresh acidity, the finish long and dry. A wine of precision.

Tokara 
Director’s Reserve White 2018
R300

Total production:  4 120  bottles   Abv: 13.46%   

84% Sauvignon Blanc and 16% Semillon. Grapes from Buitenverwachting, Constantia Glen, 
Constantia Uitsig, Groot Constantia, Klein Constantia, Silvermist, Steenberg, Beau Constantia 
and Nova Zonnestraal. Some flinty reduction before white peach and blackcurrant plus sea 
breeze. Massive fruit concentration offset by bright acidity, the finish possessing a particular 
pithy quality. Stacks of flavour to go with impressive structure. 

Wade Bales 
Regional Series Constantia 
White 2019
R220



Total production:  4 260  bottles   Abv: 12.83%  

60% Semillon (Elim and Franschhoek) and 40% Franschhoek Sauvignon Blanc. Semillon 
is fermented in tank before being matured for six months in old 228-litre barrels. Enticing 
aromatics of pear, peach, citrus and blackcurrant plus flowers and herbs while the palate 
has lovely clarity of fruit and a great line of acidity before a dry finish. Lean and energetic.

La Petite Ferme 
Winemaker’s Edition 2019
R230

Total production:  750  bottles   Abv: 14% 

67% Sauvignon Blanc and 33% Semillon, co-fermented and matured for 11 months in 228-litre 
barrels. A nutty note precedes cut apple, dried herbs, pepper and spice while the palate is 
rich and broad with layers of flavour, the finish long and gently savoury. 

Brunia 
White 2019
R250

Total production:  2 643  bottles   Abv: 13.62%  

66% Sauvignon Blanc and 34% Semillon. Fermented and matured in barrel for nine months. 
Attractive aromatics of white peach, elderflower, thatch and fynbos plus some leesy 
complexity while the palate shows great composure and refinement – dense fruit plays off 
against punchy acidity, the finish long and pithy. 

Vergelegen 
G.V.B White 2019
R440



Total production:  3 300  bottles   Abv: 14.46% 

63% Sauvignon Blanc (Darling & Durbanville) & 37% Semillon (Franschoek & Stellenbosch). 
Fermented and matured in 225-litre old French oak barrels for five months before blending 
and further maturation in tank lasting eight months. Citrus, peach, blackcurrant, herbs and a 
waxy note on the nose while the palate is full but balanced – dense fruit and driving acidity. 

Total production:  6 250  bottles   Abv: 13.56% 

Semillon fermented and matured for five months in 500-litre barrels, 47% Sauvignon Blanc 
fermented in tank. Wonderfully expressive aromatics with notes of lime and fresh herbs to 
go with naartjie and peach, blackcurrant and liquorice plus spice and some leesy complexity 
while the palate is lean yet intensely flavoured, the finish long and saline.

Delaire Graff 
White Reserve 2019
R425

Total production:  1 100  bottles   Abv: 13.5% 

70% Franschhoek Semillon and 30% Darling Sauvignon Blanc, matured for eight months 
in older oak and three months in Flextank. Naartjie, peach and nectarine plus spice and 
some leesy complexity on the nose while the palate is rich and round with layers of flavour 
and nicely integrated acidity, the finish long and savoury.

Bizoe 
Henriëtta 2019
R185

Strandveld 
Adamastor 2019
R185



Total production:  1 150  bottles   Abv: 13.6% 

68% Sauvignon Blanc and 32% Semillon. Fermented and matured for 10 months in old oak. 
Cut apple, hay, dried herbs and spice on the nose while the palate is broad and very flavourful, 
the acidity moderate.

Saxenburg 
Limited Release Sauvignon Blanc 
Semillon 2020
R185



BUYING GUIDE: CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES 
RATED 90+



COMPLETE SCORES A - Z



Saxenburg.

Delaire Graff.

Bizoe.

Tokara Wine Estate.
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